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FROM THE INTERIM MODERATOR

Greetings Presbyterian Women!

As I began writing this article, my thoughts
were on the need for patience while waiting
for the pandemic to end. I remember my
mother telling me, patience is a virtue and to
be careful praying for patience because I
would be tested repeatedly. I am the first to
admit that I am getting very impatient waiting
for face-to-face Bible study, circle meetings,
and gatherings to get back to normal. So, I
remind myself of what the scripture says, “. .
. if we hope for what we do not see, we wait

for it with patience” (Romans 8:25). While we patiently wait, the business of
Presbyterian Women (PW) continues.

The PW Fall Gathering was held Saturday, October 23, 2021, via Zoom. There
were 34 women in attendance, representing 21 churches in our
Presbytery. Highlights from the meeting include:

The treasurer for the PW Coordinating Team (CT), Heather Hudson, reported a
total of $16,711.62 was collected for the annual Birthday Offering, and monies
received for donations to the 2021 Mission Pledge totaled $2,807 which is
divided between Churchwide, the Presbytery and the Synod.

Susan Maveety and Mary Louise Forsythe of the Microloan Task Force gave
an update on the ADEHGUA staff and the women of the Microloan project and
how resiliency, creativity and faith have enabled them to face challenges and
persevere during the pandemic.

Special guests for the gathering included BJ Bayne and Reverend Sarah
Grace Montgomery. The gathering mission offering recipient was Steps to
H.O.P.E. (Help, Order, Protection, Encouragement) of Polk County. BJ Bayne,
Executive Director, gave us a brief history of the organization which provides
shelter and assistance to victims of domestic violence and sexual assault,
shared stories of hope, and she expressed her sincere appreciation for the

http://hickoryfpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Nov-Joyful-Noise-Microloan-page-1-merged.pdf
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offering. A total of $645 has been collected for the offering.

Reverend Sarah Grace Montgomery, Associate Pastor at Brevard-Davidson
River, led a powerful Bible Study Overview for the current Horizons
Bible Study, “What My Grandmothers Taught Me – Learning from the Women
in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus” by Merryl Blair. Sarah Grace used a family
tree with the limbs identifying each of the five women in the study – Tamar,
Rahab, Ruth & Naomi, Bathsheba and Mary – and the leaves on each limb
highlighted their attributes. She also left us with questions to ponder as we
study each woman.

Reminders: The 2022 Mission Pledge form is due November 15, 2021. In
addition, donations for the Thank Offering are due December 10, 2021. Both
the pledge form and the donations should be sent to:  Heather Hudson, PW-CT
Treasurer, 4 Northvalley Dr., Weaverville, NC 28787. CLICK HERE  for
resources to promote the Thank Offering.

Save the date: The 2022 Spring Gathering will prayerfully be at the Upper
Anderson Auditorium at Montreat, on Saturday, April 9, 2022. Just as scripture
tells us “to wait with patience,” Philippians 4:6 also tells us “Do not be anxious
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your request be made known to God.” Please join me in making our request
known to God that we want to put this pandemic behind us so we can meet in
person at the 2022 Spring Gathering! More information about the gathering to
come later.

To God be the glory for the good things He has done through the Presbyterian
Women of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina. “Let us not become
weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not
give up” (Galatians 6:9).

Thanks be to God!

Tina Joyner
PWP-CT Interim Moderator

CIRCLE NEWS

Before First Presbyterian
Church Morganton (FPC
Morganton), Circle 3 began
the 2021-22 Horizons Bible
S t u d y , What My
Grandmothers Taught
Me:  Learning from the
Women in Matthew’s
Genealogy of Jesus, we were
given a homework
assisgnment.  As we entered
into the stories about Jesus’
grandmothers and what they
might have taught him, we

were asked to think about our own family stories.  Who were the women in our
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pasts and what lessons did they teach from their lives?  What might they have
hoped to pass down to each of us?  

Circle members shared photos and stories of grandmothers, mothers, aunts,
and other special women in our lives who added to our sense of identity, as
part of a particular family in a particular time and place.  Each story is different
from the others, but similar in the influence they had on us. Sharing these
stories reminded us of the ways each demonstrated sacrifice, determination,
strength, faith, and love for their families & communities. 

As a result of sharing these stories, FPC Morganton Circle 3 decided to
compile the pictures and stories into a book.  The book,The Women Who
Influenced Our Lives, will be kept in the church library for future generations. 

Teresa Carpenter
FPC Morganton 
Circle 3 Leader, Historian

The members of Presbyterian Women at First
Presbyterian Church in Newton had a delightful
time with Lynn Miller, the author and artist of
“Into the Light” -- Presbyterian Women’s 2021
Bible study on Wednesday, May 12th.  Lynn
joined us via ZOOM and led us through Lesson
5, titled “Lamenting Life”, whose main idea is
that sometimes it is life, rather than death, that is
cause of lament. Special thanks to Suzanne
Rhinehart, member of Circle #5, who set up this
opportunity to meet virtually with Lynn.  As I was
one of the members who attended, I can say
with certainty that it was wonderful to get the
author’s perspective on what we all agreed was
a wonderful study, especially during these dark
days of the pandemic.

Amy Yenderusiak 
Cluster E Leader

FAITH FUND

In 2004 four Presbyterian women from our Presbytery were given a charge by
the Coordinating Team.  They were asked to find a way to grow the excess
funds that were in a checking account where the interest paid was not keeping
pace with inflation.  They were also requested to seek a way to use the money
to generate funds that would allow the PW to continue to fund women’s work in
our Presbytery.  Out of this effort the FAITH fund was generated.  

F-Financial
A-Awards
I-Inspired
T-Through



H-Helping Hands

The first FAITH Fund award was given at the Spring Gathering in April 2006
and has been awarded by the PW of the PWNC a total of 12 times to a
benevolent church or community project within the Presbytery.   The
application deadline is December 31, 2021. Applications received are reviewed
by three members of the CT, and the recipient is announced at the Spring
Gathering.

Maya Angelou said “I’ve learned that you shouldn’t go through life with a
catchers mitt on both hands. You need to be able to throw something back.”
I urge you as you meet with your groups before the end of the year for Bible
study, fellowship and support to keep these words in mind; to see what is
happening in your congregation and community and to see where a small
investment might make a difference.  To access the Faith Fund application,
CLICK HERE.

Download an application and set your idea in motion. 

Heather Hudson
Treasurer
hehudson@charter.net

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

Presbyterian Women of WNC offers four scholarships of $1500 each for two
new applicants and two for applicants who wish to renew their scholarships.
Applicants must plan to attend, or already be enrolled in, a four-year college or
university. 

Are there high school seniors in your church who are thinking about going to
college next year? Are there college students who are already in their first or
second year of college and need financial help? Please ask within your
congregation and guide parents or students to visit the presbytery website for
complete guidelines and application forms. Applications must be postmarked
by February 15, 2022.

CLICK HERE for more scholarship information and to access the application.

Offer your help in accessing this information and offer to write a letter of
recommendation if you know the student well. What a pleasure to help our
young people prepare for the next phase of life and learning. Let them know
there are resources available through our Presbyterian Women’s organization.

If you have any questions, please contact me at ebarbee@charter.net or 828-
645-6239.

Elizabeth Barbee
Scholarship Facilitator

2022 PW SPRING GATHERING
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2022 Spring Gathering at Montreat

Our 2022 Spring Gathering is planned for Saturday, April 9, 2022 in Upper
Anderson Auditorium at Montreat.  In addition to our regular Presbytery PW
business, we will have a report on the Guatemalan Micro-Loan program, meet
and honor scholarship recipients, and remember those women we have lost in
the last year. 

The Reverend Carol Bechtel, author of the 2022 Horizons’ Bible Study on
Sabbath Rest will be our guest speaker.  As her website states:
Although Carol has earned her stripes in the academic world, her heart is in
the church. “My deepest sense of call has always been in helping people
understand that the Bible is a book about and for them.” This calling has
shaped her writing priorities over the years. “I love writing devotionals,” Bechtel
says. “And I am obsessed with providing substantive, accessible Bible studies
for intelligent, curious Christians.” To that end, Bechtel strives to provide
material that is:
·       Scholarly without being boring
·       Relevant without being reactionary
·       Accessible without being watered down

Carol Bechtel is professor of Old Testament at Western Theological
Seminary.  Her doctoral degree in Old Testament is from Yale University. 

The registration fee for the Spring Gathering is $15.00, and lunch is free.

Corise Gambrell, Moderator-Elect

GUATEMALA MICROLOAN UPDATE

Please click on the image to
the left to access the latest

Guatemalan Microloan
Report.

With the approaching holidays, this article
might be worth sharing again...

Don't forget that you can even support
Presbyterian Women when you shop
Amazon Smile. Visit Smile.Amazon.com and
search for "Presbyterian Women in the
Presbyterian Church USA Inc," or visit (and bookmark!)
Smile.Amazon.com/ch/80-0473061. Shop as you normally would through
"regular" Amazon, and a portion of the purchase of eligible items will be
donated to PW at no extra cost to you.

In other words: you shop, Amazon gives, PW receives. Prepare to smile: to



date, more than $3,000 has supported PW's many ministries through the
AmazonSmile program.

Questions? Contact Rhonda Martin, rhonda.martin@pcusa.org or 844-797-
2872, ext. 5596.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

April 9, 2022 - 2022 PW-PWNC Spring Gathering
Upper Anderson Auditorium, Montreat, NC

June 9-12, 2022 - Synod of the Mid-Atlantic Summer Gathering
Massanetta Springs Conference Center, Harrisonburg, VA

Click on the PW icon to visit the
Presbytery of Western North

Carolina's Presbyterian Women's
page

EMAIL BETH TAYLOR
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